FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TO:

Media

FROM:
Olga Berkin, Special Events Intern



Office of Special Events, 301-600-2845

RE:

2010 Summer Concert Series Performance - July 11th 
2010 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS 
‘BILL EMERSON AND SWEET DIXIE’

July 1, 2010, Frederick, MD – The famed banjo virtuoso Bill Emerson will grace the Baker Park Bandshell stage on Sunday, July 11.  Emerson, who is considered to be a driving musical force for many bluegrass fans, will be performing with his band “Bill Emerson and Sweet Dixie.”  This free live performance is presented by Celebrate Frederick, Inc. and is part of the Summer Concert Series. 

With a career going back to the 1950’s, Emerson has many merits in the bluegrass world.  Some of these include being a founding member of the famed bluegrass ensemble “The Country Gentlemen,” introducing the classic “Fox on the Run” to Bluegrass, founding and shaping “Country Current,” a world-renowned bluegrass ensemble of the United States Navy Band, and being called “a banjo legend” by the Washington Post.  Emerson was also inducted into the "Virginia Folk Music Association" Hall of Fame in 1984 and June 10th was proclaimed "Bill Emerson Day" by the governor.

Emerson is accompanied by Wayne Lanham, a talented mandolin and fiddle player, Teri Chism, a superior bassist and harmony vocalist, and Chris Stifel, an exceptional guitar player.   

All Summer Concert Series performances are free to the public, but the Summer Concert Series Committee encourages you to bring a canned food item in lieu of admission. All items collected benefit the Frederick Food Bank.
The performance is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Baker Park Bandshell. The performance is weather permitting, in the event of inclement weather please visit www.celebratefrederick.com for news of event cancellations. Decisions regarding weather are made approximately by 4:00 p.m.; therefore if weather is inclement at this time please visit our website.


The series would not be possible without the generous support of our corporate sponsors. The 2010 Spires Level Sponsors are Bechtel Group Foundation and Spectrum Federal Credit Union. The 2010 Carillon Sponsors are Comcast, Sandy Spring Bank, 99.9 WFRE/930 WFMD and Weis Markets. The 2010 Bandshell Level Sponsors are BB&T, COMSTAR Federal Credit Union, The Frederick News-Post, The Plamondon Companies and WHAG. 


The partnership between the City of Frederick, Celebrate Frederick, Inc. the event volunteers, and the generosity of the business community enables the Frederick community to enjoy the quality of life that is unmatched by any other city.  For more information, please contact the City of Frederick Office of Special Events at 301-600-CITY (2489) or visit our website www.CelebrateFrederick.com.
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