FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TO:
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RE:

2010 Summer Concert Series Performance- August 15th 
2010 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS ‘ELIKEH’


August 6th, 2010, Frederick, MD – Elikeh, an African Roots band, will perform live at the Baker Park Band Shell on Sunday, August 15th at 7:00 p.m. as part of the Summer Concert Series, presented by Celebrate Frederick Inc.  

Elikeh is comprised of talented and experienced musicians combining traditional rhythms from Togo and 1970’s Afrofunk in order to create a lively and original brand of African Roots music.  The band’s songs are mainly about justice, peace and unity.

Elikeh’s members bring diversity, vitality and different experiences to the group.  The group’s leader Massama Dogo was born in Togo and developed his deft singing and songwriting ability through performing with several local bands and being the musical director of the University Orchestra in Togo.  He moved to the U.S. in 2000 and continued performing with various groups in the Washington D.C. area.  


Michael Shereikis learned to play African style guitar while living in Central Africa in the 90’s.  He is a founding member of the Ivoirian group Zieti and is currently producing their debut release in the US for Rootstock Productions. 

Joseph “Papa Jo” Ngwa is a master percussion player who performed for many years with the Grammy Awards nominee Cheick Hamala Diabate.  His playing is always infused with joy and passion.


Clayton Englar has been playing the saxophone since the age of 12.  He studied with the late saxophonist Joe Henderson and played in a variety of bands, including his own Windmill Saxophone Quartet, Equinox, and the con Moto Flue and Guitar Duo.  


Scott Aronson has been playing the bass since the age of 15, and is the founding and current member of the Wammie Award winning D.C. power pop band Bicycle Thieves.


The drummer Tosin Aribisala has performed, recorded and toured with such mainstream acts as Julie Dexter, Femi Kuti, Talib Kwali, Taj Mahal, D’Angelo and Yerba Buena, to name a few, as well as leader of his own group, the HalleluJazz Project.

All Summer Concert Series performances are free to the public, but the Summer Concert Series Committee encourages you to bring a canned food item in lieu of admission. All items collected benefit the Frederick Food Bank.
The performance is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Baker Park Band Shell. The performance is weather permitting, in the event of inclement weather please visit www.celebratefrederick.com for news of event cancellations. Decisions regarding weather are made approximately by 5:00 p.m.; therefore if weather is inclement at this time please visit our website.


The series would not be possible without the generous support of our corporate sponsors. The 2010 Spires Level Sponsors are Bechtel Group Foundation and Spectrum Federal Credit Union. The 2010 Carillon Sponsors are Comcast, Sandy Spring Bank, 99.9 WFRE/930 WFMD and Weis Markets. The 2010 Bandshell Level Sponsors are BB&T, COMSTAR Federal Credit Union, The Frederick News-Post, The Plamondon Companies and WHAG. 


The partnership between the City of Frederick, Celebrate Frederick, Inc. the event volunteers, and the generosity of the business community enables the Frederick community to enjoy the quality of life that is unmatched by any other city.  For more information, please contact the City of Frederick Office of Special Events at 301-600-CITY (2489) or visit our website www.CelebrateFrederick.com.

# # #
